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This study emphasizes the importance of family support for deaf members, particularly through the
use of both American Sign Language (ASL) and spoken and/or written English. Research has shown
how these factors influence such areas as a child’s development, performance in school, and
relationships with brothers and sisters. In this volume, authors Barbara Bodner-Johnson and Beth S.
Benedict concentrate on the vital, positive effects of bilingualism and how families that share their
experiences with other families can enhance all of their children’s achievement and enrichment.
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